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To the Editor of the Bee. 
GLEANINGS OF BIOGRAPHY. 


Memorandums of Thomfsn the Poet and his Affeciates, 
communicated by Mr. Re bertfon of Richms aid in Sur- 
rey, late Surgeon to the Houfbold at Kew, Ode- 


ber 17th, 1791. LY” Cbeecheary 


“ Minutula tamen funt, que fi non hunc, alium fcire juvet. 










Mery. Piave you any objections, Sir, to my taking 
down memorandums to a converiation. 

Anfwer. Not in the leaft, I will procure you pen, 
ink, and paper immediately. 

2, I underftand, Sir, you knew Thomfon long. 
A. | became ac quainted with him in the year 1726, 
when he publifhed his poem of winter. He lived op- 
pofite tome in Lancafter court in the Strand. I went 
to the Eaft Indies foon after, which caufed a chafm 
in our acquaintance; but on my return, our inti- 
macy was ftrengthened, and continued to the ‘our of 
Vou. VI. Nag 
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his death. Ido not know any man, living or dead, 
I ever efteemed more highly, and he was attached to 
me. I had once a complaint of a confumptive nature, 
which confined-me much at home, and he was fo 
good as to come from Kew-lane to fit with me. 

2, Did you know Amanda ? A. know her.—Yes, Sir, 
—I married her fifter. Amanda was a Mifs Young, 
daughter of captain Gilbert Young, of the Gulyhill fa- 
mily in Dumfries-fhire, and was married afterwards 
to Admiral Campbell. She was a fine fenfible wo- 
man; and poor ‘Thomfon was defperately in love with 
her. Mr. Gilbert Young, her nephew, left my houfe 
this very morning. ‘Thomfon indeed was never 
wealthy enough to marry. 

2, His circumftances were faid to have been ina 
flourifhing way at the latter period of his life? 

A. Sir,—his circumftances never were very good, 
and would have been much worfe, I believe, without 
my friendly interference. 

2, He was governed by the “ Vis inertix,” fF 
think, to a great degree ? 

4. He was, Sir. 

2, Mr. Collins, the brewer, has told me that he 
was fo heedlefs in his money concerns, that in paying 
him a bill for beer, he gave him two bank netes rolled to- 
gether inftead of one. Mr. Collins did not perceive the 
miftake till he got home, and when he returned the note 
Thomfon appeared perfetly indifferent about the mat- 
ter, and faid he had enough to go on without it? Mr. 
Robertfon fmiled at this anecdote, and faid it was 
like him. 

2, He was not one of the crying philofophers.— 
He was no Heraclitus? .4. No—he was not indeed. F 
remember his being ftopped once between London 
and Richmond, and robbed of his watch, and when 
I etprefied my regret for his lofs, Pihaw—damn it, 
faid Be, I am glad they took it from me, *twas never 
good f * any thing. 
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2, Was he national in his affections. 

4. He had no prejudices whatever.—He was the 
moft liberal of men in all his fentiments. 

2, Uhave been told he ufed to affociate with parfon 
Comer, and fome other convivials at the old Orange- 
tree in Kew-lane ? 

A. Relaxation of any kind was, to him, frequently 
defireable, and he could conform to any company.— 
He was benevolent and focial, both in his writings 
and in his life, as his friend Dr. Armftrong fays, on 
another occafion.—He prattifed what he preached.— 
Lord Lyttleton’s character of him, as an author, was 
perfectly juft. That in his laft moments he had no 
caufe to with any thing blotted he had ever written. 

2, I hear he kept very late hours ? 

A. No Sir,—very early.— He was always up at fun- 
rife.—But then he had never been in bed. 

2, Did you ever correfpond with him ? 

A. Very feldom—we were fo much together there 
was little opportunity, or occafion for it. 

2, You dont happen to have any reliques of his 
hand-writing?—, I dont think I have, but when I get 
my breath a little better I'll look among my papers to 
try if I can find any. 

The kind old gentleman was warmed with the fub- 
ject, and even fet forward to his efcrutoir immediate- 
ly in the purfuit, but returned only with a letter from 
the late Dr. Armftrong, which he flattered himfelf 
contained fomething relative to Thomfon, In this he 
was miftaken. It was a rhapfody of thanks in return 
for being prefented with a large bottle of fpirits ; but 
it was well worth airing. The ftile of it refembled 
Arbuthnot’s; it was in mock heroics. This, fai4 
Mr. R. will fhew you the intimate terms I was 
upon with Johnny Armftrong, who wrote that beau- 
tiful poem, ** The Art of preferving Health,” He 
was a very ingenious and excellent man. 

Nn 2 
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2; Did you know Dr. Patrick Murdoch who wrote 
Thomifgn’$ ‘life ?—Ay, very well, and efteemed him. 
Pattie, as I always called him, had a good heart. 

2, Pope, I have heard, ufed to vifit Thomfon ? 

A. Yes, frequently.—Pope has fometimes faid, 
Thomfon, Pil walk to the end of your garden, and 
then fet off to the bottom of Kewfoot-lane and back. 
—Pope, Sir, courted Thomfon, and Thomfon was 
always admitted to Pope whether he had company or 
was alone. But Pope had a jealoufy of every eminent 
writer : he was a viper that gnawed the file. 

2; Was Pope a great. talker ?—Pope when he 
liked his company was a very agreeable man. He 
was fond of adulation; and where he had any diflike, 
was a moft bitter fatyrift. 

2, Thomfon, I think, was very intimate with Da- 
vid Mallet, the editor of Bolinbroke ? Sir, that per- 
fon’s name was properly Malloch; but I ufed to call 
him Molloch in our feftive moments, and ‘Thomfon 
enjoyed the jeft. Sir, he had not Thomfon’s heart.— 
He was not found at the core ; he made a cat’s paw of 
Thomfon, and I did not like the man on that ac- 
count. 

2, Thomfon had two nephews who were gardeners. 
Did they live with him ?—No, they did not live with 
him, but they lived upon him. He was fo generous a 
man, that if he had had but two eggs, he would have 
given them both away. 

2, Was you acquainted with Mr. Gray who lived 
at Richmond-hill ?—Yes, and | knew John Gray who 
was a victualler at Carthagena, who purchafed ‘Thom- 
fon’s collection of prints and drawings, after his de- 
ceafe, but, I believe, purely out of oftentation. 

2. You muft have had great influence over him, 
Sir, from feveral circumftances you have mentioned, 
but with to be fupprefled?—Without oftentation, or 
vanity, Sir, I really very often have wondered how I 
came to have fo much, and the reft of his friends 
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wondered too, forI do fay it moft fincerely, that I 
never could find out what made ‘Thomfon sand. many 
of thefe genius’s fo partial to me as they appeared. 

2, Then, Sir, I fufpeét you are the only one who 
could not make the difcovery ?—Sir, I was not fifhing 
for a compliment I affure you. 

A. If you had, Sir, I fhould not have fnatched fo 
eagerly at your bait, 

2, I tuppofe you attended Thomfon in a medical 
as well as a focial capacity ?—Yes,—Armftrong and 
myfelf were with him till the laft moment. I was in 
the room with him when he died. A putrid fever 
carried him off in lefs than a week. He feemed to 
me to be defirous not to live ; and I had reafon to think 
that my filter-in-law was the occafion of this ——He 
could not bear the thoughts of her being married to 
another. 

Q, Pray did you attend his funeral ?—Indeed I did ; 
and a real funeral it was to me : as Quin faid when he 
{poke the prologue to Coriolanus. I was, in truth, no 
actor there. 

2, Did you hear Quin fpeak that prologue, Sir? 

A. Yes, I could not have been abfent. 

2, Was you the only intimate who paid the laft 
tribute of refpect to Thomfon’s remains ?—No, Sir, 
Quin attended, and Mallet, and another friend patro- 
nifed by the earl of Warwick, whofe name I do not 
recollect. He was interred in the north-weft corner 
of the church, juft where the chriftening pew now 
ftands. I pointed it out to the fexton’s widow, that the 
might fhow it to ftrangers. 

2, Did you know Andrew Millar ?—I knew him 
well.—He took a box near Thomfon’s, in Kew-lane, 
to keep in with an author that was very profitable to 
him.—Andrew was a good natured fellow, and not 
an unpleafant companion, but he was a little con- 
tracted by his bufinefs; had the drofs of a bookfeller 
about him. 
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9, Did you know Paterfon?—Yes, Paterfon had 
heen clerk to a counting houfe in the city, went for 
fometime abroad, and on his return was amanuenfis 
to Thomfon, was his deputy as furveyor general of 
the Leeward Iflands, and fucceeded him in that office ; 
but he did not live to enjoy it, I believe, more than 
two years. 

2, Collins the poet, and Hammond, author of the 
love elegies, vifited Thomfon ?—Yes. Ah! poor Col- 
lins he had much genius, but was half mad. Ham- 
mond was a gentleman, and a very pleafant man, yet 
Thomfon, I remember, once called him a burnifhed 
butterfly—Quin, the comedian, was a fincere friend 
of Thomfon’s. He was naturally a moft humane and 
friendiy man, and he only put on the brute when he 
thought it was expected from him, by thofe who gave 
him credit for the character. 

2; Was the anecdote of Quin and Thomfon true? 
—Yes, I believe it was. 

2, Mr. Bofwell furmifes that Thomfon was a 
much coarfer man than is commonly allowed ? 

4. Sir.—Thomfon was neither a petit maitre, nor 
a boor; he had fimplicity without rudenefs, and a cul- 
tivated manner without being courtly—He had a 
great averfion to letter writing, and did not attempt 
much of profe compofition of any kind. His time 
for compofition was generally at the dead hours 
of the night; and was much in his fummer houfe, 
which, together with every memorial of his refidence, 
is carefully preferved by the honourable Mrs. Bof- 
cawen. 

2, Did you know, Sir, of any other attachments 
of ‘Uhomfon’s except that to his Amanda ? 

4. No—I believe he was more truly attached to 
my littie wife her fifter, than any one elfe, next to 
Amanda. 

Mr. H. of B. {aid he was once afked to dinner by 
Thomfon, but could not attend; one of his friends 
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who was there, told him that there was a generaltti- 
pulation agreed on by the whole company, that there 
fhould be no hard drinking. Thomfon acquiefced, 
only requiring that each man fhould drink his bottle. 
The terms were accepted unconditionally ; and when 
the cloth was removed, a three-quart bottle was fet 
before each of his guefts. Thomfon had much of 
that agreeable humour. Mr, Aikman the painter, and 
Dr. de la Cour, a phyfician and ingenious writer, 
were intimate and beloved friends of ‘Thomfon. Mr, 
Aikman was a gentleman of competent eftate, and 
was always ftic nly to ‘Thomfon. 

Sir, TI cor ally thank you for this kindnefs in fufs 
fering yourfelf to be teazed with interrogations; and 
when Lord B’s Tablet on the grave of the poet fhall be 
in rpoted i in Richmond church, I fhall hope to fee you 
tripping acrofs the green to take a peep of it, 

Sir, If I can crawl acrofs for fuch gratification, I 
fhall certainly do it.—-We then twice fhook hands, 
and parted.—Intelligent old gentlemen littie was I 
aware, that his lengthened eve of life was fo very 
very near its clofe! He was taken ferioufly ill a 
few hours after I left him, Monday Oober 24th, 
died on the Friday following, and was buried on 

Saturday the 4th of November by the fouth fide of 
Risheaaal church. 
Mors ultima linea rerum eft. 


T. FP. 


To the Editor of the Bee. 
On Laws that are oppreffive to Scotland. 
Continued from p. 16.) 


a i 
OR, The &, 
I orres0ae Callkend 
Now beg leave to conclude my extracts a ae 


the book ag cegeth I have fo often quoted. The Subject 
can hardly be tirefome to any perfon who has the leatt 
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{park of attachment to his country, or to the naturdl 
rights of mankind. It can offend no advocate of a 
party, for it expofes not the conduét of individuals, 
but the principles of government itfelf. ‘To the phi- 
lofophical reader it muft afford an objeét of mourn- 
ful, but inftructive amufement, to trace the utmott li- 
mits of political infanity. 

** A bufs, on the fifhing ftation, was unfortunately 
*¢ loft, and nothing faved but the lives of the crew. 
«¢ The mafter went to a juftice of the peace whom he 
* found in the neighbourhood where he was, and 
s¢ made oath to the lofs of his veffel, with the falt on 
«‘ board, but not having faved his papers, he com- 
*¢ mitted a miftake of five or fix bufhels in the quan. 
“ tity of falton board. This atteftation, figned by 
« the juftice of peace, was tranfmitted to the com- 
«¢ miflioners, for recovery of the falt bond; on ac- 
*¢ count of the ERROR it was returned to be altered. 
«¢ The man then went before two juftices of the peace 
*¢ and made oath to the exact quantity. ‘This attef- 
*€ tation was tranfmitted anew, but returned again as 
“ infufficient ; it being alledged that the depofition 
«© fhould have been made before a quorum of juttices 
“ at their quarter feffions, (fo the law, according to 
€ the ftri€t letter requires.) ‘The fhip mafter was gone 
“ to fea, and could not be found at that time, and 
“* being engaged in the herring fifhery, it is a thou- 
«¢ fand to one if he mutt not either forego a feafon’s 
¢ fifhing, or be brought to pay the penalty of his 
* bond, as he cannot be certain of being at home a 
‘© the precife day when the juftices meet at the quar- 
« ter feffions *. 

“© With regard to diftrefs brought upon individuals 

by law fuits in confequence of thefe /a/t Jaws, it 

would fill a volume to recite them. But were a 

bare lift of the profecutions raifed on this account 


* Prefent State of the Hebrides. Iluftrations of she Report, p. 174s 
and 176. 
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fince the commencement of the county laws, to 
be produced, it would ftrike the mind of every at- 
tentive obferver with horror. In thefe cafes, the 
mifcarriage of a letter, (and to places where no 
regular poft goes, this muft frequently happen, ) 
the carelefnefs of an ignorant fhip-mafter, the mif- 
take of a clerk in office, or other circumftances, 
equally trivial, often involve a whole induftrious 
family in ruin. There are inftances of men 
being brought to Edinburgh, fram many hundred 
miles diftance, to the negle& of their own affairs, 
merely becaufe of fome neglect or omiflion of 
fome petty clerk in office ; which, when reétified, 
brings no other relief, excepting a permiffion to re- 
turn home with no farther load of debt, but the 
expence of Such a journey and the lofs it has occafion- 
ed. But fhould the cafe be otherwife, and fhould 
the miftake have been committed by the poor 
country man, though that the miftake originated 
from i ignorance only, or was occafioned by the lofs 
of a letter, in going to places where no regular 
pofts are eftablifhed, he becomes loaded with ad- 
ditional burdens, which, in many cafes, all his fu- 
ture induftry and care will never enable him to dif- 
charge.” 

** On this occafion, we may remark, that though 
the law is the fame with regard to falt in Eng- 
land and in Scotland, yet, in England, fo many 
cafes are given to fifhermen in the execution of 
the law, when compared with Scotland, that it ap- 
pears. guite a different fyftem, and is there pro- 
ductive of every little inconvenience. In Scot- 
land, many actions are carried on every year with 
refpe& to falt bonds: In England, when the com- 
mittee of fifheries required a lift of the number of 
actions on that account, which had been there cars 


Vol. VI. Oo 
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‘« ried on fince the law for encouraging the, fifheries 
‘© commenced, the return was only onE*.”, 
Now Sir, for what obje& is it that there, is fo 
nuch vexation on account of this falt duty? A 
Ennimittes appointed by Parliament, produced a re- 
port, by which it appears, that the cuftoms in the, 
North of Scotland, do not pay the expence of collec. 
ing them ; and of confequence, are a mere burden 
and oppreflion to the people, without the leaft poffi- 
bility of advantage to the public at large. In the 
counties of Argyle, Invernefs, Sutherland, Caithnels, 
Orkney, Shetland, Cromarty, Nairn, and, Moray, 
the account of cuftoms for ten years, ending with 
e year 1784, flood thus: 


" Grofs produce, - - &. 50,737, 2 & 


Payments,  - - - 51,679, 19 9, 
Payments exceed the. produce, - 926-10 9 


On this fubje&, the Committee obferve, that they, 
‘can hardly exhibit a more deplorable ftate of a 
public revenue.” But on farther examination, it is 
evident, that the ftate of the revenue is {till more, 
deplorable. ‘The average expence of the cruifers em- 
ployed under the Board of Cuftoms in Scotland, a- 
mounted, on an average of five years, preceding 1785, 
to L. 9875 per annum ; thefe nine counties, as the, 
Committee obferve, ‘‘ are more. extenfive than all, 
the reft of Scotland,”?. It is, therefore, but fair to 
fuppofe, that one half of the above expence fhould he 
ftated to their account; and, thus there is an annual, 
charge to be added, of about L. 5000 and. upon the, 
whole, the cuftoms produce about. L. 5000 per 
annum, and the collecting them cof the nation 


double that fum. The report adds, “fo far as. 


‘** your Committee can judge from analogy, they 
‘< have little reafon to expe&t a more favourable re- 


* Ilyftrations of the report p. 189 and 190. 
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“ fult from their enquires ref{pecting the Exct/e than 
“* Cuftoms*;” and we are told in 4 note, that a fature 
report hath fince juftified their conje@ture. 

t would be trifling. with your readers, to offet 
many additional remarks on this fubje@. A moré 
abfurd or oppreffive fyitém has never infulted the 
common feelings of mankind. It has been continued 
under a feries of minifters, Who have. fucceffively 
been the political idols of the natives of North Bri- 
tain, Inftead of waiting their time jn framing fan- 
ciful fyftems of government for Canada, Nova 
Scotia, and other provinces, whith never have paid; 
and never can pay the expence of prote¢ting them, 
it would be fortunate for this country, if our mini- 
ftry had it in their power to difengage us at once from 
fuch fatal appendages. We are. informed in this 
book, that an hundred thoufand fifhermen might find 
employment in the feas of Scoltand. Without doubt- 
ing the probability of this affertion, let ns fuppofe; 
that only fifty thoufand failors could find futh em- 
ployment, there is reafon to Believe, that fo great an 
addition to the maritithe refources of this country, 
would be of more rea] advantage than all our foreig i 
acquifitions put togethet ; but on this fubjeé I mu 
refer to the work itfelf, PovocuRANTE: 
Litmore O&: 7. 1791. 





To the Edbtor of the Bee. 
Memorable Sayings. 


SiR; 
THERE was lately publithed at Paris, compofed by 
Gabriel Brotier, Librarian of thé college of Louis the 
Great, a colle€tion of the memorable fayings of 
great men, in imitation of the colleétion made by 
Plutarch, and prefénted to the Emperor Trajan: 
Thinking that the fayings of the aricients aré already 


# tbid: Latiddi@ion p: 64: & eg. 
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well known, Brotier has confined himfelf to modern 
times, and to the great men of his own country. Of 
the utility and manner of ftudying fuch a work he 
exprefled himfelf thus : 

If fays he, there be a time of life in which it is 
effentially neceflary to ftudy the memorable fayings 
of great and wife men, it is in youth, when the or- 
dinary courfe of education is finifhed; and when 
one is entering the world. It is then that it is 
neceflary to diftinguifh the different kinds of me- 
rit, to remark that for which nature hath formed us, 
to fill the mind with ideas of duty and of fame, and 
by the culture of the underftanding and of the heart, 
to announce to the world-capacity and abilities. In 
this decifive moment, where can we find a guide to 
dire&, and lights to conduét us? The road of pre- 
cept is long, dangerous, ana fatiguing. If it fome- 
times beftows upon us the means of acquiring know- 
ledge, it {till more frequently abounds in doubt and un- 
certainty. It never gives that penetrating, birds-eye 
glance, which alone forms the diftinétion between 
the man of ordinary abilities, and the man of genius, 
By the knowledge of the world, one acquires wae 
Jjt-ur d’ efprit ; one forms himfelf to be civil, agree- 
able and polite ; but does any one from it, gain a firm 
and decided charaéter? Do not the manners thence 
become foft and effeminate? The foul, in our inter- 
courfe with the polite world, is almoft always without 
energy; a thoufand frivolous objeéts engage it; 
hence life is ufelefs, and death obfcure. What a dif- 
ference takes place, if a young man imprints upon 
his mind, the memorable fayings of great men! 
Each ftroke of charaéter that enters his foul, elevates 
and aggrandizes it. His fentiments are enobled, his 
views extended; his charaéter moulds itfelf upon 
thofe charaéters, compofed of all features of gran- 
deur and noblenefs ; contracts, without perceiving it, 


-the happy habit of thinking with delicacy, of judging 
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with force, of exprefling himfelf with juftnefs. An 
impreflion ftill more happy aéts upon his foul: At 
firft he experienced only admiration for his matters ; 
gradually he feels fpringing up a defire of imitating 
them. 

The moft diftinguifhed charaéters in this colleGtion, 
are Henry IV. Louis XIV. Condé, Tureune, Mon- 
tecuculli, Colbert and Sully. The editor, the ne- 
phew of Brotier, has added to thofe of the great per- 
sy es juft mentioned, fome of his uncles, of which 

all give the two following as a {pecimen. 

a often repeated thefe words of Hardouin ; “ ftudy 
is paradife, compofing, purgatory, but printing is 
hell.” 

He could not fuffer the tranflations of the Greek. 
and Latin poets ; he faid of their tranflators, ‘ that 
they refembled colleétions of butterflies. Let them 
be ever fo expert, a portion of the duft, which forms 
the velvet of the wings of thofe beautiful infe&s, 
fticks to their fingers ; and the part of them which 
they preferve, has loft all the luftre and brilliancy 
of its colouring.” A READER. 





. 
Difquifition on the conneétion that fubfifts between Rent, 
and the price of | Grain, and their mutual influence 
upon each other * 
In compliance with the requeft of a farmer, vol. iv. 
p- 69, and fome other refpeétable correfpondents, 
I now fit down to enquire into the effe& of rent on 
the price of grain ; and the manner in which thefe 
two particulars, reciprocally influence each other: A 
fubje& of no incurious difcuffion, that has not been 
hitherto fully elucidated. 
Grain can in no cafe be raifed, without a certain de- 
gree of labour and expence, the price of which muft 


* This piece has been delayed longer than was intended, from acct- 
Ucntal circumftances. 
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be repaid to the grower, otherwife he cannot afford 
to produce it. is may be faid, in the ftriéeft 
fenfe, to conftitute its intrinfic price. 

Money being accounted the common meafure of 
value, this price will be affetted by the quantity of 
money that can be obtained for labour, in general, in 
that place at the time. The fariner muft give thofe 
he employs, wages in proportion to What they can 
Bet in other employments ; fo that if thefe wages are 
1igh, the farmiers charge muft be high alfo. And 
the intrinfic price of his corn muft rife, as the rate of 
this expence is augmented. ’ 

Thus, do we perceive, that there muft ever be 
neceflary connettion between the price of grain, ani 
the profperity of manufacturers, and the degree of 
emolument to be Werived from them ; fo that any at- 
tempt to diftrefs the one, at the expence of the other, 
is tontrary to nature, violent in its operation; ani 
muft be tranfitory in its effeéts. ‘ 

The intrinfic price of grain, however, all other 
circumftances being alike, muft vary with the ferti- 
lity of the foil on which it is produced. Ona rich 
foil, lefs labour, and lefs feed will produce a given 
quantity of grain, than they will do on a foil that is 
lefs produétive ; fo that, ftriétly {peaking, the intrin- 
fic price of corn, when confidered only in this point 
of view, Will be different on almoft every different 
field. How then, it may be afked, can its intrinfic 
value be afcertained over 4 vaft tra& of country, pol- 
fefling a diverfity of foils, of various degrees of ferti- 
lity ; and how fhall matters be fo managed, as that 
all the rearers of it fhall draw neatly the faime price 
for their grain, and have nearly the fame profits? 

All this is effetted in the eafieft and moft natural 
manner, by means of rent. Rent is, in fad, nothing 
elfe than a fimple and ingenious contrivance, for equa- 


lifing the profits to be drawn from fields of different 
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degrees of fertility, and: of local circumftance, which, 
tend to augment or. diminifh the expence. of culture. 
To make this plain, a few elucidations. will be. necef=-. 
fary. 

In every country. where, men exift, there. will, 
be an. effective demand for a certain quantity of. 
grain: By effective demand, I mean a demand: which 
muit be. fupplied, that the inhabitants may all be. 
properly fubfifted. I¢ is. this demand, which in all; 
cafes regulates the. price of grain ; for. the. quantity. 
of grain ‘required in this. cafe muft be had, and, the 
price that is neceflary for producing it, muft. be. paid, 
whatever that, may be, ‘Thefe calls, are. of fuch a, 
prefling nature, as not to be difpenfed; with. 

For the fake of illuftration, we. thall, in the pre- 
fent cafe, fuppofe, that, all: the foils are. arranged into 
clafles according to their degrees of fertility ; which, 
claffes we. fhall, at prefent denote by the letters A, B, 
G, D, E, E; G, téc. Let. thofe comprehended in the 
clafs A, be the richeft.; thofe. in the clafs B, the fe- 
cond; and. fo on, decreafing one degree in fertility for 
each clafs, as you. advance towards. G, Now, as.the 
expence of cultivating the leaft.fertile.foil, is as.great, 
or greater, than, that of cultivating the. moft fertile 
field, it. muft happen, that, if, an, equal quantity of, 
grain, the produce of each clafs of fields, can be. fold: 
at the fame price, the profit. qn cultivating the. moft 
fertile field. will. be. greater, if> no precaution were 
taken to guard againft it, than could: be.obtained: by 
cultivating thofe which. are. lefs fertile. Amd: as. 

is profit will continue. to, decreafe, as fterility in- 
creafes, it muft. at. laft, happen, whatever. be. the, 
price of corn, that the expence of cultivating fome. of, 
the inferior claffes of foils muft equal, or-exceed:the. 
value of the whole produce. 

This being. admitted, let. us. fuppofe. that the ef- 
fective demand; was, fuch. as to raife the price of; 
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grain, fay to fixteen fhillings per boll ; and that the 
fields included in the elafs F, could juft admit of de- 
fraying all expences, and no more, when cern was at 
that price; that thofe in the clafs E, could admit 
of being cultivated when the price was only fifteen 
fhillings per boll; and that, in like manner, the 
claffes D, C, B and A, confifted of fields which could 
have barely paid the expences of cultivation, refpec- 
tively, when the prices were at fourteen, thirteen, 
twelve and eleven fhillings per boll. 

In thefe circumftances, it would happen, that thofe 
perfons who poflefied the ficlds in the clafs of F, 
would be able to afford no rent at all; nor could any 
rent be afforded in this cafe, for thofe of G, or other 
more fteril fields for the purpofe of rearing corn: But 
it is alfo evident, that thofe who poffeffed fields in 
the clafs E, could not only pay the expence of culti- 
vating them, but could alfo afford a rent to the pro- 
prietor, equal to one fhilling for every boll of free 
produce ; and in like manner, thofe who poflefled the 
fields D, C, B; and A, would be able to afford a rent 
equal to two, three, four and five fhillings per boll, 
of their free produce, refpectively. Nor would the 
proprietors of thefe rich fields, find any difficulty in 
obtaining thefe rents ; becaufe farmers finding they 
could live equally well upon thefe foils, after paying 
fuch rents, as they could afford to do upon the fields, 
in the clafs F, without any rent at all, they would be 
equally willing to take thefe fields as the others, 
Thus it is that rent equalifes the profit on different 
foils, in the moft natural and eafy manner, without 
tending in any degree to affect the price of grain. 

Let us, however, once more fuppofe, that the whole 
produce of all the fields in the claffes A, B, C, D, E, 
and F, were not fufficient to maintain the whole of the 
inhabitants of that diftri&t. In that cafe, one of two 
things muft happen; Either the price of grain muft rile 
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to feventeen fhillings, fo as to induce the owners of the 
field in the clafs G, to bring them into culture ; or a 
fupply muft be brought from fome other place to 
anfwer that demand. In the firft cafe, the fields G, 
being brought into culture, thofe in the clafs F 
would now be able to afford a rent equal to one fhil- 
ling per boll of free produce; and all the other clafles 
could admit a fimilar rife. Here then we clearly 
perceive, that it is the price of grain that affeéts the 
rent, and not the rent that affeéts the price of the 
grain, as has been very often miftakenly alleged. 

The natural confequence ef fuch an increafed de- 
mand for grain, and augmefitation of price, is the 
converting of barren fields into corn lands, which 
never otherwife could have become fuch. A much 
greater quantity of grain is thus produced, than 
would otherwife have been poflible ; and a more {pi- 
rited agriculture everywhere takes place. By thefe 
exertions, the fields which originally ranked in the 
clafs G, pafs into that of F, and by a gradual pro- 
greflion, they flide fucceflively into the clafles E, D, 
C, till at length they even reach the clafs A itfelf. In 
confequence of every one of thefe fteps, a prodigious 
augmentation in the que “utity of corn reared, is pro- 
duced. The farmer is alfo enabled to fell it at a low- 
er price than formerly, although he affords a higher 
rent ; fo that every member of the community is be- 
nefited by the change. 

It is beautiful to trace the operation of natural 
caufes on the phyfical and political world, when they 
are fuffered to operate freely: When population is 
augmented, and induftry- flourifhing in a nation, we 
have feen, that it muft of neceflity occafion a greater 
demand for the produéts of agriculture than former- 
ly. This gives a brifker fale, which augments the 
induftry of the farmer; more corn is thus produced. 
Some people would call this a creation, becaufe it is 
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obtained where corn would never otherwife. have 
been produced. This corn once raifed, produces 
more manure, which, judicioufly applied to the foil, 
gives additional produce. In this manner a bene. 
ficial progreffion is eftablifhed, that admits of an 
extenfion, the limits of which no man can forefee. As 
the people increafe, the means of fupporting thefe 
people is augmented ; fo that a country, though it 
may be at the prefent moment, feemingly capable of 
maintaining no more than barely its prefent inhabi- 
tants, may yet, by a gradual increafe, under a judici- 
ous government, have thefe augmented to perhaps a 
hundred times its prefent population ; and yet be even 
more capable of furnifhing fubfiftence to its inhabi- 
tants than it is at prefent. Thefe particulars : admit of 
the cleareft proof, both by reafoning’a priorz, and by 
a fair induétion of faéts, which our limits alone at pre- 
fent forbid to enumerate. Nor is the converfe of this 
propofition lefs demonftratively certain, vzz. that by 
diminifhing the number of inhabitants, and thus de- 
creafing the demand for the produce of the fields, 
the quantity of that produce will be decreafed,—the 
rents will of courfe fall,—the lands will flide back 
into the ftate that does not admit the expence of cul- 
tivation,—the total produce of all the fields, confider- 
ed as an aggregate of grafs and corn, will fall much 
fhort of what they formerly yielded*,—and the few 
inhabitants that remain, will find only a,fcanty fub- 
fiftence, where a much more numerous people for- 
merly enjoyed plenty. It is thus the people of 
Paleftine, though not one-tenth of the number which 
once inhabited it in a frate of abundance, now 


* When land is fuffere d to run n into grafs after being cultivated, unlefs 
it be that of the ve ry richeft quality, it gradually produces lefs and lefs 
than at firft, fo as in time to aff wd fcarce any food at all for domettic 
animals. This is a fact, that fome innattentive obfervers will perhaps be 
a ye to controvert. I with to God, Scotland were in that condition, as 
ot to afford any proofs of it, which are at prefent but too numerous! 
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find a difficulty to pick up a fcanty fubfiftence there, 
This, fome perfons may perhaps afcribe to the fuper- 
natural influence of divine malediction having dried 
up the fources of plenty there. To avoid arguing 
of this head, we need only turn our eyes to Spain, 
which three centuries ago, nourifhed four times, at 
leaft, the quantity of people it now contains. It 
could then afford abundance of food for all its people, 
and to fpare: Its inhabitants now are frequently ob- 
liged to have recourfe to foreign aid, to prevent 
them from ftarving. This phenomenon we are not 
to confider as in the fmalleft degree miraculous: It 
would have indeed been miraculous had it been other- 
wife. 

I muft not, however, conclude this paper, without 
taking notice of one particular, which was purpofely 
kept out of fight not to embarrafs the demonftration. 
In the foregoing obfervations, I have taken notice of 
land that might produce corn without affording any 
rent ; but that, though a phyfical poflibility, cannot 
prattically happen. Land, in every cafe, while in paf- 
ture, can afford fome rent ; and when the pafture is 
rich, among a luxurious people, it can afford more 
rent, in many circumftances, than while in corn. 
This rent muft always be deduéted, therefore, what- 
ever it be, before fuch land comes to the ftate in 
which our reafoning above is philofophically juft.* If, 
therefore, the price of grain be unreafonably depref- 
fed by injudicious regulations, while the price of live 
ftock increafes, a wonderful diminution in -the 
quantity of grain reared, may take place, fo as to oc- 
cafion phenomena, that may appear very inexplicable 
to fhort-fighted men, and occafion alarms that are al- 
together unfounded. The effects, however, of fuch 


This rent ought in fac to be accounted part of the expence of cul- 
tivating the foil, as it muit be funk when it is fubje€ted to the plough. 
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regulations, are highly pernicious, becaufe they ftop 
improvements in their very origin. The aétual 
quantity of vegetable production, whether for the 
food of man or beaft, can only be augmented i in an 
country by the eultare of corn crops, ia the firft in- 
ftance*. A barren heath, if left untouched by human 
culture, would continue a heath for ever. But by the 
induftry of man, that heath may foon be converted 
into corn, and artificial grafs, and all the variety of 
ufeful crops fuited to the climate. It.is by encou- 
raging agriculture alone, therefore, taking that word 
in its ftri@t and literal fenfe, ‘‘ that ever two ftalks of 
corn can be produced, or two blades of grafs be made 
to grow, where one only grew before.” Nor are its 
powers limited to the narrow {phere that Swift in 
this fentence affigned it; both grafs and corn, and 
every other ufeful vegetable production, may be 
made to grow in abundance, not only where never 
one plant of thefe did grow ; but even where never 
one of them would have grown, without the foftering 
aid of man. 


All is the gift of induftry. 


What have thofe to anfwer for, who by their weak 
and foolifh regulations, tie up the hands of the induf- 
trious man, and oblige him to languifh in want, when, 
but for thefe regulations, they might had abundance ! 
Where is the man who will weed out all fuch perni- 
cious ftatutes from the Britifh code ! He would have 
many erafures to make; his tafk would be more la- 


* I am not infenfible ofthe improvements that may be made, by fpread- 
ing calcareous manures in great quantities upon heath; but becaufe of the 
immenfe quantity of calcareous manure required for this mode of im- 
provement, it can, in few cafes, be procured ; fo that it may be confidered 
only as a partial exceptiom to a very general rule. 

The fame thing may be faid, of the fubftantial improvements that in 
fome cafes may be made by watering. In both cafes, the guantum o 
improvement, where the manures are Timi ted, may be greatly < sore 
by the aid of judicious culture, 
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borious than that of Hercules, but it would be more 
beneficial alfo. 


To the Editor of the Bee. 
bhi! 

Many are the Ssmpleiies 2 flowing from all quar- 
ters, in almoft every period of fociety, againit the 
tedioufnefs and expence attending the decifion of 
difputes amongft men, in the courts of juftice. Yet 
no device has yet been invented to diminifh thefe in- 
conveniences ; and indeed, from the multiplicity of 
neceflary laws, there very probably never will. The 
arbitration of perfons, of profeflions, and in fituations 
nearly equal to thofe of the parties at variance, is at 
prefent the moft favourite mode by which commer- 
cial people fettle their difputes. But this, though it 
appears at firft fight to be elegible, is a very fallaci- 
ous method of decifion. Mankind, with the medio- 
crity of talents with which they are generally en- 
dowed, and the imperfe& education of the commer- 
cial part of them, are but little accuftomed to deep 
reflection : They view acaufe fuperficially, and form 
their opinion from the firft impreflions they receive, 
without tracing it to the bottom, and fully confider- 
ing the principles of it: They are likewife, for the 
moft part, not being paid for their trouble, very in- 
dolent, and not inclined to take up much of their 
time with fuch matters; and of courfe, either dif- 
patch the bufinefs, in the fuperficial manner above 
defcribed, or let it lie over from time to time, with- 
out deciding it at all. I have frequently been wit- 
nefs to arbitrations, in confequence of this circum- 
ftance, lying over for many years, and after all, the 
caufes have been terminated in the Parliament Houte. 
Befides thefe objeGtions to private arbitrators, there 
is another, which, co- -op erating with them, is the 
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wortt of all. Arbiters I ufually find are each ftrong- 
ly prejudiced in favour of his own friend * ; and al- 
moft determined, before he knows what the matter 
in queftion is, to givé it in his favour. The confe- 
quence is, that, to fave the trouble to themfelves, and 
a third perfon, of chufing an Umpire, they often juft 
divide the fum difputed into two, and give eacha 
half. Confidering all thefe things, which I need 
{carcely have mentioned to traders, I fubmit it to the 


judgement of the public, whether it would not be, . 
much more expedient, in fuch cafes, to refer the ; 


caufe to the arbitration of a lawyer, paying him 
each an equal fum for his trouble? The tum would 
be, in general, trifling in comparifon to the objett; 
and the caufe would be impartially, quickly, and, 
for the moft part, judicioufly determined. Let not the 
traders, whom, I am forry to find, are often very un- 
juftly prejudiced againft the learned gentlemen of 
the gown, think that I am a lawyer, and fpeaking 
from interefted motives : To fuch I fliall firft fay, Re- 
fle&, and point out to yourfelves the obje@ions to 
what I have faid ; and then I fhall tell them that I 
am a merchant, and fpeak almoft entirely from the 
recollection of much experience in the arbitration 
way. 

Thefe hints, Mr Bee, are perhaps but of little va- 
lue ; yet as they will not take up much of your pa- 
per, you may probably indulge me with laying them 
before my fellow citizens ; and if they fhall be pro- 
duétive of leading any of them into a juft manner of 
thinking on the fubjeét, and deriving benefit there- 
from, my half hour will not be ill {pent in writing 
them. adie Te 

Leith, February 1791. 

* The manner in which difputes are ufually, amongf merchants, re- 
ferred to arbitration, is, each perfoa appointing fome one of his friends, 
and invefting both with powers, in cafe of their opinions not cvinciding, to 
chufe an Umpire, whofe determination is final 
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ON RELIGIOUS DISSENTION. 


To the Editor of the Bee. 


On religious Diffention. 
SiR, 

Every one who has read the New Teftament will 
acknowledge, that the principal traits in the charac- 
ter of the gofpel, are mildnefs, benevolence, charity ; 
but who, that has taken a view of the conduét of its 


profeffors, will not confefs, that thefe virtues appear 


with" very faint lights, amid the gloomy fhades of 


Chriftian bigotry, and intolerance. This confidera- 


tion gives countenance to the opinion, that religion, 
among moft men, is rather to be attributed to pre- 
judice than conviction,—is rather the effe& of educa- 
tion than the refult of rational enquiry: For if we 
refle& on the fources for a diverfity of opinion, re- 
fpeGting the fubordinate doétrines of the fcriptures, 
we fhall find ourfelves lefs inclined to wonder that 
fchifms are fo frequent, than that they are fo few. 
Suppofing a man to have fatisfied his mind, by fuch 
previous enquiries as qualify him for the title of a 
rational Chriftian, and to be convinced that the fcrip- 
tures are of divine origin, let us fee what farther 
queftions remain? Now, granting that he has con- 
vinced himfelf, even of the plenary infpiration of the 
fcriptures, as divines technically call the tenet which 
holds that every fentence in the Bible is written by 
the infpiration of God; yet, ftill the difficulties he 
will meet with, in the underftanding of the meaning 
of particular paflages, will lead him to entertain fen- 
timents of candour for thofe who difagree with him, 
on the determinate meaning of peculiar fentences. 
May a lover of truth venture to offer a hint on the 
interpretation of the {criptures, the obje& of which 
is the moderate aim of preventing folly, not the pre- 
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fumptuous attempt to acquire wifdom. The Jan- 
guage of the fcriptures may be divided into the plain, 
(comprebending fuch fentences as are to be conftrued 
literally,) andsthe figurative, containing Such as are 
to be underftood metaphorically. In drawing the line 
of diftinétion between the plain and the Jigurative, all 
paffages, which being literally taken militate againft 
any of the effential attributes of God, ought to be in- 
haded i in the figurative ; and, in expounding the par- 
ticular fentences of the figurative, no conftruction ought 
to be admitted which contradi@s the dorines. of the 
plain. Sapientia prima ftultitiacaruifle,—Preliminary 
to knowledge is the avoidance of error. The opera- 
tion of the above rule does not extend to promote 
the underftanding of the fcriptures, in any great de- 
gree, but fo far only as it tends to prevent the mz/- 
underftanding of them in any of the moft important 
points: Though we cannot ufe it as an inftrument 
to enlarge the ftore of our knowledge, by clearing 
away the abftrufe intricacies which impede our pro- 
grefs in the ftudy of holy writ; yet it affords an 
effetual defence againft the pernicious errors arifing 
from the encroachments of fuperftition, and the 
tyranny of prejudice. With an attentive regard to 
the caution of this rule, we fhould find no reafon to 
differ about the fundamental doétrines of Chriftianity, 
or to quarrel about its fubordinate precepts ; charity 
would charaéterife the praétical, and candour the 
theoretical profeflors of our religion. 


Yours te. 
Wm. DRortuin. 





POETRY- 


ADVICE TO A YOUNG LADY. 


Tue counfel of a friend, Belinda hear, 
Too roughly kind to. pleafe a lady’s ear ; 
Unlike the flatt’ries of a lover’s pen, 
Such truths as women feldom learn from men ; 
Nor think I praife you ill, when thus I thow, 
What female vanity might fear to know : 
Some merit’s mine, who dares to be fincere, 
But greater yours, fincerity to bear. 
Hard is the fortune that your fex attends: 
Women, like princes, find no real friends ; 
All who approach them, their own ends purfue,. 
Lovers and minifters are never true ! 
Hence, oft from reafon, heedlefs beauty ftrays, 
And the moft trufted guide, the moft betrays. 
Hence, by fond dreams of fancied pow’r amus’d, 
When moft you tyrannife, you’re moft abus’d. 
What is your fex’s lateft, earlieft care, 
Your heart’s fupreme ambition ?—To be fair. 
For this the toilet ev’ry hour employs ; 
Hence all the toils of drefs, and all the joys! 
For this, hands, lips, and eyes are put to {chooi, 
And each inftruéted feature has its rule : 
And yet, how few have learn’d, when this is giv’n, 
Not to difgrace the partial boon of heav’n. 
Do you, my Fair, endeavour to poffefs, 
An elegance of mind, as well as drefs? 
Be that your ornament, and know to pleafe, 
By graceful nature’s unaffected eafe. 
Nor make to dang’reus wit, a vain pretence, 
But wifely reft content with mofleit fenfe ; 
For wit, like wine, oe. the brain, 
Too ftrong for feeblé Woman to fuftain : 
Of thofe who claimit, more than half have none, 
And half of thofe who have it are undone, 
To rougher man, ambition’s tafk refign, 
’Tis ours in fenates, or in courts to thine, 
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One only care your gentle breaft fiould move, 

Th’ important bufinefs of your life is love : 

To this great point, direét your conftant aim, 

‘This makes your happinefs, and this your fame. 
Be never temperance with paffion join’d, 

Love not at all, or elfe be fondly kind. 

In this, extreme alone can truly blefs, 

The virtue of a lover is excefs. 

Contemn the little pride of giving pain, 

Nor think that conqueft juftifies difdain. 

Short is the period of infulting pow’r, 

Offended Cupid finds his vengeful hour ; 

Soon he’ll refume the empire that he gave, 

And foon the tyrant fhall become the ilave. 

Bleft is the maid, and worthy to be bleit, 
Whofe foul’s entire by him the loves poflett ; 
Feels ev’ry vanity in fondnefs loft, 

And afks no pow’r but that of pleafing moft. 
Here is the blifs, in fweet returns to prove 
The honeft warmth of undiffembled love. 
For her, inconftant man might ceafe to range, 
And gratitude forbid defire to change. 

Thus I, Belinda, would your charms improve, 
And form your heart to all the arts of love. 
The tafk were harder to fecure my own, 
Againft the pow’r of thofe already known: 
For well you twift the fecret chains, that bind 
With gentle force the captivated mind : 
Skill’d ev’ry foft attraction to employ, 

Each flatt’ring hope, and each alluring joy, 
I own your genius, and from you reccive, 
The rules of pleafing which to you I give. 






THE WISH. 


A smate neat manfion, where embow’r’d in trees 
Silent I’d court the genius of the breeze; 


Menror. 
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( 
Where pleafing profpes brighten in my eye, 
And the loquacious rill goes bubbling by ; 
There fip the gale as frefh from heav’n it flies, 
Reit with the linnet, with the lark arife ! 
Pafs my calm days in contemplative fong, 
And pity all that buftle through the throng. 


M. G. 


ON HAPPINESS. 


AFTER THE MANNER OF MILTON. 


[ Tranflated from a Collection juft publifhed at Berlin.) 


O uappiness! where’s thy refort ? 
Amidit the fplendour of a court ? 
Or doft thou more delight to dwell, 
With humble merit in his cell, 
In fearch of truth ? Or doft thou rove 
Thro’ Plato’s academic grove ? 
Or elfe with Epicurus gay, 
Laugh at the farces mortals play ? 
Or, with the Graces, doft thou lead 
The {portive dance along the mead ? 
Or, in Bellona’s bloody car, 
Exult amidft the feenes of war ? 
No more J’ll vex, no more Ill mind thee, 
Fair fugitive! 1 cannot find thee ! 
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Memorial and Petition of Mavame Guiutin to the 
National Afembly of France. 


If the narrative that follows were not authenticated in fuch 
a manner, as to make the mo/t fceptical perfon fee that it ts 
empoffible to refufe it credit, I fhould have fuppafe d it to 
be one of the moft daring wapojitions that-ever was at- 
tempted on the public. It is the Subflance of a memorial 
and petition prefented by Madame ‘Guillin, in per rfon, at the 
bar of the National Affembly of France, as publifhed in 
the Gazette nationale, ou Moniteur univerfel, of Paris, 
on Tuefday the 16th of Augnft 1791. Monfieur Victor 
Bross, Prefident of the National Affembly, introduced 
the bufinefs by a fhort [peech from the chair: This, and 
the Lady's addrefs to the Affembly, with the anfwer to it, 
by the Prefident, are, for the Jake of brevity, omitted. 

What follows, is the Ya sla of a written petition, that 
was read by one of the Secretaries of the Affembly. Our 
readers will excufe the fingular fiile of this compofition, 
which we have endeavoured, though imperfectly, to imitate. 
This kind of language is, at the prefent moment, accounted 
cloquence ia France. This article is given as a fingular 
trait of the national manners, and the fpirit of the times, 
without farther commei:t. . 


You will reeolle& without doubt, gentlemen, the cruel 
circumftances in which the city of Lyons was involved, 
whilit Monfieur Guillin de Pougelon, brother of my huf- 
band, was accufed, with fome other perfons, of having 
formed a proje&t of a counter-revolution. The report 
which was made to you at firft, appeared, in fome meafure, 
to be well founded ; and ative forefight and neceffity, en- 
gaged your comité de recherches to a rigour, fatal to fome 
individuals, though falutary to the public caufe. Meffieurs 
Guillin de Pougelon, Terraffe, and Defcarts being taken, 
were condemned to prifon till farther orders. 

I could fhow, in favour of the accufed, triumphant ex- 
culpatory pisces, which the equity of the prefent minifter 
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of juftice has brought to light, to clear the innocence of 
M. Guilin and the aceufed : I ought to confine myfelf to 
point to you the deplorable fituation of that good old 
man, who was the benefaétor, the advifer, and the defen- 
der of thofe who dare to accufe him at prefent. The 
caufe is nearly connefted with mine and that of my chil- 
dren. 

M.Guillin Montel, my hufband, had ferved his country 
faithfully, and his country had rewarded him for it’: Co- 
vered with honourable wounds, loaded with years, and 
efteemed by the public, he inhabited peaceably his houfe 
of Polemieux, near Lyons; I and his children were his 
only fociety: His houfe was always the afylum of the un- 
fortunate, who never follicited him in vain; it became 
that of the family of his brother, when the ftorm which 
was to deftroy us, had already gathered over his head. 
No juft complaint, no reproach had ever been made a- 
gainft him; ever faithful to his duty, he refpected all 
authorities. Several vifits had already been made in the 
houfe ; already it had been obferved that peace reigned 
in our afylum, and wifdom in our conduét: Ah! without 
doubt, the enemies of the name which we bear, had not 
thought their hatred fatisfied by the firft misfortunes with 
which they had afflicted us. 

On the 26th of June laft, two municipalites joined to 
that of Polemieux, dared to inveft our habitation; a 
fearch for arms was the pretext. The apparatus of war is 
difplayed, and 300 national guards prefs round the muni- 
cipal officers. No defence is oppofed: Ah! what could an 
old man do, furrounded by a few women, and children in 
the cradle! 

M. Montel afks if they have orders; obje&s that the 
a&ts of the department forbid fuch incurfions: He fpeaks 
in the name of the law; he is not heard even by the mu- 
nicipal officers. I:advance before the moft blood thirfty ; 
they refpected me not; but the cry of fury fpread itfelf 
afar: They beat to arms; the villages around affemble : 
thirty parifhes run to arms, thirty ftandards are in motion. 
Againit whom? Great God! againft an old man,—againft 
women and children! 
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They demand with loud cries the head of my hufband! 
The domeftics fled,—the doors were burft open,—the fur- 
niture broken ;—I force my hufband to take refuge in a 
concealed cellar ;—he had already given up his arms, 
without attempting the life of any of his affailants. 

I remain alone in the midit of thefe furious people :— 
Already the pillage is begun; the fire which had pre- 
ceded it fhews itlelf everywhere ; I make myfelf a 
paflage through the flame,—my fex is no longer a protec- 
tion for me againft thefe furies !—I fupplicate their mer- 
cy. I hold out to them, in my arms, my two children, 
errified and in the convulfions of death. Wandering in 
the midit of armed men, loaded with blows and infults, I 
offer them my life to fave that of my hufband: I entreat 
the municipal officers, in the name of humanity and of the 
‘ law, to interpofe their authority. The fury appeared for 
a moment to be fufpended:—I began to flatter myfelf 
with hope, but I had no reafon; the flames had made too 
great progrefs:—The unhappy man, purfued from re- 
treat to retreat, avoids one death, only to find from the 
hands of affaffins another. Some men encourage him, and 
engage for his life. Vain oaths! As foon as he appears, 
the rage is redoubled ;—they try who can give him the 
firit blow. , 

I have feen my unfortunate hufband ‘orn to pieces alive; 
I have feen bis members torn afunder, and featiered around 
him; I have feen his dying eye; I have heard bis expiring 
mouth bid me his laft farewell. He was put to death ! 

I have feen his head cut off, and his bloody members 
carried in trophies to the neighbouring villages.—Thofe 
who remain, difpute for his mutilated body ; they bathe 
their hideous faces and their hands in his blood; they 
prefent themfelves to the people in this horrible attire. 
Diftraéted, and uncon{cious of what I did, I demanded 
death from them, with loud cries; but the wretches, 
without doubt to augment my fufferings, have condemned 
me to the torment of living. 

At lait the canibals retire. Where do they go?—to re- 
new the feaft of Atreus,—o roaft the members of their vu- 
tim, and then devour them! 

















1791. MADAME GUILLIN’S PETITION. 31x 


The national militia ftoped them in the midft of that a- 
bominable repatt. 

Wandering through the woods, it was twenty-four hours 
before I could join the unfortunate remains of my family, 
We have taken refuge at Lyons, not being able to live in 
a houfe reduced to afhes, which had fwallowed in its 
ruins, furniture, money,—in fine, every thing we had. 
Alas! What remains to my children and me? Nothing! 
What remains to an unfortunate woman, and to children, 
bending under the load of misfortunes? Neither father nor 
hufband ! 

M. Guillin de Pougelon has been in irons for nine 
whole months. This old man, who during fixty-eight 
years of ufeful fervice, has not been accufed of any crime, 
groans in fecret, deprived of the fight of his children, with- 
out any kind of confolation, preyed upon by inquietude, 
and loaded with phyfical diitrefs, which make his life 
be endangered.—Each day has feemed to aggravate his 
loffes. The wife of his fon, a tender wife and mother, who 
was the comfort of his old age, deprefied by this ftroke, 
which deprived her of her father-in-law whom the loved, 
in an excefs of defpair, after having bathed her child with 
her tears, threw herfelf from a window! and died lamen- 
ted by every fenfible being. 

M. Guillin de Pougelon whofe liberty I come at your 
feet to claim, is the tutor of my children. Itis on him 
alone that ail our hopes repofe: He is the only prote¢tor 
whom we can claim. Nature bas given him to us,—the 
magiftrates have confirmed it. 

I afk of you, gentlemen, in the name of the nation, in 
the name of juftice, to be favourable to my demand, and to 
crown it by fetting at liberty M. Guillin, my brother-in- 
law, and. tutor of my children. You will acquire by this 
act of beneficence a new right to the gratitude and vene- 
ration of the French people. 


The Affimbly referred this petition to the Committee of Re- 
ports, i 
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HINTS q sora 
Smuggling’ dutborifed by Law. 


Ir has been often remarked, that exorbitant duties will 
always occafion fmuggling, which no art of man can pre- 
vent. ‘The chance of fometimes efcaping with impunity, 
will tempt men to run fuch great rifks, where the hope of 
gain is very ftrong, that no regulations, however fevere, 
will prevent it. ‘The numbers, however, who are ruined 
by failing in their attempt to elude the law; and the 
numbers who are obliged to be kept in pay, to watch thefe, 
form two numerous bodies that cannot be contemplated 
without horror by the philanthropic citizen, The one par- 
ty proves highly deftructive to fociety; while the other 
party confumes, in idle expences, the money that is le- 
vied, with difficulty, for public purpofes, 

But this is not the worit evil that attends the practice 
of attempting to levy exorbitant duties. A fyitem of 
corruption is thus eftablifhed, which muf quickly pervade 
all orders of citizens, and end in the deitruction of all 
found principles of- morality. The colleGors of the re- 
venue find it their intereft to connive at frauds, to a cer- 
tain extent, in order to increafe their emoluments by 
prefents and fezfeitures. The dealers in thefe articles 
find it their intereft to court the favour of all perfons who 
have charge of revenue affairs, by the meaneft com- 
pliances: Their minds become fervile ; and they are the 
proper tools of defpotifm, who may be employed for any 
bafe purpofe by their fuperiors, whenever opportunity of- 
fers for that purpofe; the honeft trader is, by thefe arts, 
inevitably ruined, and the foundations of all good govern- 
ment are effeCtually fapped ; while the true fprings of honeft 
induitry are inevitably relaxed. 

It is not a little curious for the fpeculative philofopher, 
to trace the various devices that ingenuity, whetted by 
the hope of gain, difcovers, to convert to profit the igno- 
rance of legiflators, when, defpifing the dictates of com- 
mon fenfe, they make laws that cannot be executed. Ap 
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inftance of that kind fell lately under my obfervation, 
which deferves to be generally known. 

The value of tobacco, delivered in Britain, is about 
from three halfpence to thrtepence per pound; thé duty 
charged on that article is fifteentpence per pound. When a 
{eizure is made of tobacco, attempted to be finuggled, one 
half of that goes to the perfon who feizes it, and the other 
half to the crown. A certain clafs of dealers in tobac- 
vo have, in thefe circumftances, contrived to Carty on a 
very fafe and lucrative trade in it, to the total ruin of the 
honett dealers, by the following device: They purchafe 
a veilel of very {mall value, in which they load a certain 
quantity of tobacco, and get it entered at a foreign port, 
to recover their bond. ‘They then give information, in a 
/. private way, to a certain cfficer of revenue, with whom 

they are in good undéritanding g that this tubacco is to be 
fmuggled on fhoré, at a certain time and place, which 
they mention. The officer, in confequence of this infor- 
mation, is on the look out for it at the time, and makes 
a fure prize of it. ‘The veflel is condemned and burnt; 
the tobacco is foon brought to fale at the Cuftomhoufe, 

and ufually draws about fifteenpence per pound ; one half 
of that goes to the revenue officer, ura. fev enpence hali- 
penny, which is divided between the informer, who is the 
former owner of the tobacco, and the feizing officer, in 
uch proportions as they can previouily agree upon; this 
I have been told runs between one-half and one-fourth to 
the officer. In this way the dealer ufually draws from 
§0 to 100 per cent, on the venture ; or at the rate of 130 
per cent, profit ; and thus a very lucrative trade is carried 
on, to the ruin of the fair trader, who never can fell his 
goods at the price of the Cuftomhoule fales, which feldom 
exceed the bare duties alone. 

This kind of trade, has, I am affured, been carried on 
to a confiderable extent in various parts of Britain; nor 
dues it feem to be poflible to detect it; as the law appears to 
be itriétly complied with in all refpecis. It is the interelt 
of the revenue officer to keep his own fecret; becaufe, 
fhould he difcover it, he immediately ftops this fource of 
emolument to himfelf. It is his intere{ alfo, not to be too 

Vol. VI. Rr 
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hard in his demands, left he fhould drive the other party 
to another for refuge. On thefe ties they depend for fide. 
lity on his part, without any written agreement that could 
be brought in evidence againft him ; and finding the offi- 
cer once to be depended on, it is the intereft of the fmug- 
gler to be true and accurate in his informations, and to 
throw as much in his way as poffible; fo that they mutual- 
ly work to each others hands, in the moft cordial manner 
that can be iniagined, while they appear to have no man- 
ner of interference with one another. 

This is only one, of many thoufand modes that have been 
devifed to carry on bufinefs of this fort with fuccefs; and 
were laws to be multiplied, without number, to prevent 
them, other devices would be fallen on for the fame purpofe 
which cannot be obviated, till thefe devices in their turn be 
alfo difeovered. The conclufion that muft be drawn from 
thefe premifes is, that high and exorbitant duties never 
anfwer the purpofe of effectually augmenting the revenue, 
but terid inevitably to ruin the induftry, and corrupt the 
morals of the people; and ought of courfe to be in all 
cafes abandoned, as extremely pernicious. 

As a fyftem has long prevailed in this country, of de- 
frauding the revenue, under the pretext of augmenting it; 
and as this fyftem tends, in the moft powerful manner, to 
difcourage the honeft dealer and manufacturer, to reprefs 
the induitry and retard the profperity of the country, the 
Editor of this mifcellany, will aét at leaft a patriotic part, 
when he fhall, as in the prefent inftance, lay open to the 
public, the iniquitous arts of thofe, who under the cloak 
of public authority, exert their whole influence to pro- 
mote the extenfion of fuch fraudulent practices. 








Farther Account of the Proceedings of the Sierra Leona Com- 

pany, refpecting that Settlement, fince the paffing of the 
tll, . 

As I have no doubt but this eftablifhment will, in time, 

be productive of confequences highly interefting to man- 

kind, I am defirous of marking now, with as much pre- 
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cifion as pofhble, the fteps that have been taken by this 
truly patriotic fociety ; not with a view fimply to preferve 
the memory of thefe things, but to ferve as a fort of ftand- 
ard, by which the future condu& of the fociety may be 
judged, in cafe they thould ever deviate from the upright 
plan, that I am fatisfied they are at prefent feriouily de- 
firous of purfuing. That the Company can affeét all the 
good that the principal promoters of that fcheme at pre 
fent expe&, is impoffible : That interefted individuals, 
againft whofe machinations no human forefight can make 
a complete provifion, will in part counteraét their defigns, 
eannot be doubted: That in a beginning undettaking of 
fuch magnitude, where the objects to be attempted are fo 
little known, errors will be committed ; and that particu- 
lar enterprizes, which promife at firft fuccefs, muft be at 
length abandoned, are things fo obvious, as to be with 
certainty expeéted. But fhould it fo happen, that a fair 
and exatt ftate of the proceedings of this Company thall 
be publifhed from time to time, giving an account, not 
only of the ftate of faéts that have already occurred, but 
alfo of-the enterprizes projected, and the effeéts that are 
expected to refult from thefe, it will furnith a ufeful leffon 
to pofterity to dire@ their condué in fimilar circumftan- 
ces, and will afford a pleafing ftudy to the philologift, 
who endeavours to trace the progrefs of the human mind, 
and to mark the gradual progrefs of reafon, and the effen- 
tial benefits it derives from the aid of experience. What 
here follows is a feeble attempt to begin this hiftory. It 
pretends not to abfolute accuracy as to particulars, but 
the materials were drawn from a fource that leaves no 
room to doubt of their general authenticity. 

The Company of adventurers, convinced of the diffi- 
ties that are to be encountered in every undertaking of 
this fort, have wifely determined to proceed with great 
caution, They have refolved to give liberal encourage . 
ment, and ample proteétion to the new fettlers ; but fen- 
fible of the evils that refult to fociety from habits of idle- 
nefs, and a relaxed fyftem of morals, they have determi- 
ned to be fcrupuloufly careful in feleGting from among 
thofe who apply for permiffion to go, only fuch perfons, 
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as from the’ beft attefted character, fupported by the refalt 
of private enquiry, promile to.do well. 

‘The encouragements they offer to poor fettlers, of the 
above defcriptioa, who are carried from Europe or elfe- 
where, by the Company, are as follow : 

Their free pailage, and neceflaries on their voyage. 

Affiitance to rear a cabin for themfelves on fhore when 
they arrive there, with permiflfion to fleep on. board the 
veflel till it thall be finithed, 

Aan allowance of full provifions for three months after 
their arrival ; and half provifions for three months more, 

To every fyll grown male, twenty acres of good land, 
ten acres forevery woman, and five for each child they carry 
with them. This land is to be given to thefe fettlers and 
their heirs for ever, in the fulleit and moit ample manner 
that can be deyifed. 

They are alfo furnifhed with tools for clearing and cul- 
tivating the ground ; and feed for the ground they can 
clear during the firit two years. { 

The ground naturally produces cotton and the fugar- 
cane; and where cultivated, rice in great perfection, and 
many other products. 

The Company alfo, to encourage fmall beginnings, in- 
tend to eret a commen mill and boiling-houfe for fugar, 
jn the moit convenient {pot they can chufe, adjoining ta 
the river, which, under certain regulations, will be let 
out to every inhabitant who may have occafion to ufe it 
for the {mall quantities of fugar they may at firft rear 
that they may not be obliged to forego the culture of it 
for the want of this important conveniency. ‘They are, 
in like manner, to ere¢t a public gin, for taking out the 
feeds of cotton, and a warehoufe in which it can be fafely 
kept, till a merchant offers to purchafe it. They intend, 
in like manner, to ereét, from time to time, any other pu- 
blic works, that thall be found to be neceffary for promo- 
ting the beginning enterprizes of this riffhg fociety, but 
which may require too great an outlay for them to be able 
to afford. 

They mean alfo to have a ftore, provided with a good 
fupply of utenfils and clothing, where the fettlers and 
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natives may be at all times certain of finding thefe ar. 
ticles, either for money or goods; but it is by no means 
intended that the Company fhall have the exclufive keep- 
ing of thefe flores, every European or native being at li- 
berty to do the like when they incline; for the liberal 
minded men who have digefted this plan, are fully aware, 
that no regulations for the management of theie. ftores, 
that they could devife, would be futlicient to countera& 
the baneful influence of a monopoly. 

The Company not only intend to invite, by thefe en- 
couragements, induitrious perfons who chufe to leave Eu- 
rope or America, to go to thefe fettlements; but they 
hold out encouragements to the natives of Africa them- 
felves, particularly freedom and proteétion to all who fhall 
fettle within their territories. With the particulars they 
mean to give to thofe, as to territorial pofleflion, I am not 
yet informed. Poflibly in their prefent ftate, fpecial in- 
dulgences, of a kind different from what Europeans would 
require, may be -neceflary. The only regulations that 
have yet come to my knowledge, with a view to grant fe- 
curity to thefe perfons, are as follow : 

By the act of Parliament, the Company are to forfeit 
all right and title to this territory, if they ever fhall pur- 
chafe a fingle flave. This claufe of the charter is to be 
held out to the natives, and explained, fo as to afford 
them the fulleft aflurance that they neither can be openly 
fold nor privately kidnapped in this territory. 

As a farther fecurity to the natives, they have alfo or- 
dained, that in all trials, of whatever nature it may be, 
where a black is concerned, if one white man be admitted 
on the jury, there muft be a black man, at leaft, for every 
fuch white perfon ; and no regulation is made to prevent 
the whole of the jury from being blacks. 

Peace is the avowed object of this Company ; nor are 
they permitted to carry on any offenfive war, though they 
are authorifed to embody troops for felf-defence. It is 
alfo provided that there can in no cafe be a greater num- 
ber of white oilicers in the army than blacks; fo that the 
natives have no room to fear that the army thall become 


an engine of oppreflion. By this fyitem of equality be- 
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tween whités and blacks, it is propofed to abolith all po- 
litical @iftin@tions between them, a black being in all 
cafes, entitled to the fame privileges as a white man. 

Under thefe regulations, the Company have taken fuch 
méafures as to give réafon to think that there will be 
at leaft one thoufand foreign fettlers eftablifhed there, with- 
in the courfe of one or two months fromm the prefent time, 
independent of the native Africans who may chufe to take 
up their refidence in this diftrit. Thefe foreign fettlers 
confit of the three defcriptions of petfons that follow : 

r& Abeut five or fix years ago, an imperfect attempt was 
tiede to form a fettlement of Europeans on the coaft of 
Sierra Leona, by a few individuals, at the head of whom 
was the lete patriotic Jonas Hanway, Efq; who, with- 
out the authority of government, or the proteétion of the 
ftate, procured, by a private tranfaétion, from the natives 
of that country, permiffioi to oécupy a fmall part of the 
éoutitry ort the feuth bank of the river. The intention of 
this putehafe was to provide an afylum to a great number 
of Lafears, who had been brought from India as failors, 
chiefly by the Swedes, difcharged at Dover, and were left 
in a deftitute ftate as beggars on the ftreets of London. 
About three hundred of thefe deftitute Afiatics, with 
fome free negrées from Africa im the fame deititute fate, 
were colleéted together, and fent to the ceaft of Africa, 
by the humane attention of the gentlemen who had ef- 
poufed their eaufe. Thefe people got over the firft dif- 
ficulties of ew fettlers, by means of the affiftance given 
by thofe who made the eftablithment, and had a profpett 
of foon doing very well; but unfortanately fome of thele 
people having been kidnapped, and ¢arried on board 2 
flave fhip, they found themfelves fo much interefted in the 
fate of their companions, as to attack the fhip, refeue theit 
éompatiidns, and oblige the captain to fubmit-te certain 
humiliating condefeentions, before they would fuffer him to 
depart. ‘This iniduced the flave traders on that coaft to ftir 
wp thé native princes in that neighbourhood, to attack 
thefe poor people, with fuch fuperior force, as to render re- 
fiftance vain. Their habitations were reduced to athes, 
many of them were killed, and the remaining furvivors 
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were fcattered abroad, and forced to hide themfelves 
among the reeds that grow on the margin of the river, till 
they fhould fee if it was poffible to obtain any aid from 
Europe. Often did they write te Mr Grenyille Sharpe, to 
tell him of thefe difaiters; but thefe letters being put on 
board of flave thips, all mifcarried. At length one man, a 
negro, ventured himfelf on board one of thefe ships, 
though no ftranger to the rifk he run, and, fortunately, 
at lait reached England, and communicated the information 
he had been charged with. A fmall veffel, the Lapwing, 
Falconbridge, was difpatched in queft of them, with the 
moit eflential neceflaries for their relief, and the negro as 
his guide. After much fearch, about feventy-four out of 
the three hundred were found, and thefe men, thus refcued 
from the jaws of death, have become the firft fettlers of 
this diitriét, under the new charter of the Company. 

The fecond fet of fettlers the Company have refolved te 
fend thither, are the following : 

When General Clinton commanded in America, he in. 
vited all negroes, by a general proclamation, to join his 
ftandard, promifing to give them freedom and prote¢tion. 
In confequence of this proclamation, more then a thuufand 
of thefe unfortunate perfons joined his ftandard: When 
the peace was concluded, about fix hundred of thefe were 
fent to Nova Scotia to be fettled. To thefe perfons were 
given lands, which they cultivated; but being looked down 
upon by the whites, and not fufficiently protected by the 
governors, their poffeffions, after they had, in part, cleared 
them, were, under various pretexts, wrefted from them; 
or they were fubjected to fo many vexatious infults, that 
they were obliged to relinquifh them. In this way fome 
of thefe had been forced to occupy anew, no lefs then three 
fucceflive farms. ‘They were, in thort, fo haraffed that 
many of them died in mifery; many of them were obli- 
ged to go into fervice, where, under various pretexts, 
their tickets of freedom were taken from them, and they 
were reduced to flavery. Thele poor perfons no foomer 
heard of the offers this C omparny made for new fettlers on 
the coaft of Africa, than they thought the day of their de- 
livery was at hand, One of their number, Thomas Peters 
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by name, who had been a fergeant in the army, a man of 
found judgement and great intrepidity of mind, as well as 
ftrength of body, undertook to be the ambailador of his 
fuffering countrymen. Without money to pay for his pat- 
fage, he, with great difficulty, was permitted to work for it 
to London. He found out the directors of the Company,— 
explained his bufinefs with diftinétnefs,—laid open many 
fcenes of villany, that-had been praéticed upon thefe per- 
fons, and adduced fuch evidence of the facts, as could not 
be withftood. Thefe were reprefented to the Minifer, 
who, in the moft hearty manner, concurred in the views 
of the Company. A perfon of refpeétable rank, Lieute- 
nant Clarkfon, brother to the Reverend Mr Clarkfon who 
has fo confpicuoufly diftinguifhed himfelf in this bufinels, 
was difpatched with letters of fevere reprimand to the 
governors of Nova Scotia and New Brunfwick, for 
their pait conduét, in refpe&t to thefe negroes, and or- 
ders to concur with Mr Clarkfon, and his faithful affiit- 
ant Peters, in fearehing out thefe perfons, and in refcuing 
them from the hands of their oppreflors. About thre¢ 
hundred of thefe were found, and fent to the coatt of 
Africa, where they are, no doubt, arrived before this 
time. May their latter days be crowned with peace! It 
is painful -to record tranfa¢tions fo unfavourable, on one 
part, to the caufe of humanity; but truth ought ever to 
guide the pen of juftice, and no refpeéct to nations or to 
perfons, fhould ever influence it. ‘Too many particulars 
were ftated, refpecting thefe tranfactions, to leave the 
fmalleft doubt of the facts being, in general, as here repre- 
fented. 

The farther views of the Society refpecting thefe articles 
will be given in a fubfequent number. 

The reader 1s requefied to advert to a fmall inaccuracy if 
the above account. The vendition of territory, mentioned in 
p- 274 as having happened betore the charter was obtained, 
only took place after the Company had been fully eflablzfhed by 
law. A fort of vendition of a fmall territory, bad been 
made by a King Tom to the agents of Mr Hanway, the ven+ 
dition made to the Company, was a much more folemn and 
public tranfaShen. 
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